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smaller amount of expense? Why, they hum-’

bly but fervently prayed that TWO CO-
RONERS might be elected, to supply the ONE

vacancy which then existed in consequence of
the death of Mr. STIRLING! ! A marvellously
sagacious project for diminishing the ex-

penses of the Coroner’s office, and decreasing
the number of inquests!
When the recent proceedings at the Ses-

sions House are thus thrown into juxta-posi-
tion with the events which occurred there

in February, the scene which is produced
renders my triumph complete, and the ex-
posure of the purposes of my opponents
signally effectual. When political or other

hypocrites, in the blindness of their igno-
f rance and folly, labour to UNMASK THEM-

SELVES, they sometimes require a little

friendly help. If such characters should

derive no advantage from my assistance,
the fault shall be their own, not mine.

I have the honour to remain,
Gentlemen,

Your faithful and obedient servant,
THOMAS WAKLEY,

%* Since the above letter was written
and put into Iype, I have been informed, by
a magistrate who was present at the sessions,
that the reports of the; discussion which

appeared in the newspapers, exhibited a

garbled and exceedingly unfair account of
the proceedings. It has also been stated to

me, that the Vicar of Hendon was my only
enemy on the occasion. Both of these com-

munications are alike gratifying to me, and
if in my remarks, I have spoken unjustly of
the conduct of any magistrate, I shall not be
slow in making the amende honoraLle.

FORGERY OF AN APOTHECARY’S LICENSE.

IMPUNITY OF THE CULPRIT.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SrR : - Should the following facts be

deemed of importance, I pledge myself for
their veracity, and am ready to furnish the
names of the parties alluded to, to any per-
son who is properly authorised to receiv
them; they have recently come under m
notice in the county of York. An individua.

who had practised elsewhere as a physician,
settled in the place from which I write, as a
general practitioner, and shortly afterwards

. became a candidate for the situation of
visiting surgeon to our dispensary. His
certificate of qualification, from the Apothes
caries Hall of London, being required to be

shown, the alleged licence was submitted
for inspection previous to the day of elec-
tion ; but, some suspicion afterwards arising
on the subject, an inquiry was instituted ,
and it was found that no such person as the
candidate had ever received such a docu-

ment from the court in question. It was

afterwards clearly proved that the document
was forged, having originally belonged to a
deceased cousin, and subsequently, by a
dexterous alteration of names, rendered sub.
servient for a second purpose. The " Wor-

shipful Company," upon learning this fact,
waxed exceeding wroth, and commenced a
prosecution against the individual, to sup-
port which a legal gentleman was appointed
in the town to collect evidence. After a

lengthened correspondence with the secre-
tary of the society, that officer at last informs
us, that the society do not intend to prose-

cuto, as it is the opinion of the counsel,
whose advice they have taken on the sub-
ject, that, " although the person was un-

doubtedly guilty of uttering a forged certi-

ficate, they cannot discover any mode of de.
scribing the object to be obtained by it,
which will constitute an indictable offence."
The Apothecaries Company, however, gene-
ronsly ofler the evidence procured, to any
gentleman in the town who feels desirous of
prosecuting the culprit !

Mr. Editor, the medical session of 1839-40
has just commenced. Hundreds of students
are now entering upon their curriculum of
study in England, and are looking towards
the diploma of the Apothecaries’ Company
as the iie plus ultra of their ambition. Some,
doubtless, in that pursuit, are spending their
little all whilst others are sacrificing the
hard-earned pittance of a parent’s toil, to

effect their object. And what is to be at-

tained by it? Apiece of paper, forsooth;
which one man may obtain from another, and
passoff as his own, and, as in the present
case, laugh at any attempt to dispute the
mode in which it was procured. You, Sir,

have ever been considered as the " Student’s
Friend." By exercising your talents and

! energies in putting down a system under
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which frauds such as this go unpuni4ed,
you will lay an additional claim to the above
title, gain the thanks of the profession at
large, and command the esteem of all honour.
able men. I am, Sir, your’s very respect-
fully,

A JUNIOR PRACTITIONER.

Yorkshire, Oct. 7,1839.

BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

Exeter Hall, October 23, 1839.

AT a numerous meeting of the newly-
elected Council of this Society,

R. DAVIDSON, Esq., was unanimously
called to the chair.

The Chairman read over the names of the
following Gentlemen, as forming the Council
for the ensuing vear :-
Bainbridge, J. Esq.
Bayfield, J. S.
Beane, J. bi...
Bristowe, S. J.
Brady, Chas...
Coleby, T. T...
Crisp, E.
Davidson, R.
Eales, W m. ..
Evans, E...
Eisdell, N.
Farr, W.
Grainger, R. D.
Granville, A. iILD.
Grant, Robt.
Green, P. H...
Hall, illarstiall ..

Harrison, C. Esq.

Hilles, M. W. ..
Hooper, K. L...
Howell, Jos.
Hull, George M.D.
I’on, L. J., Esq.
James, W. P...
Lynch, J. M.D.
M’Cann, N. Esq.
M’Ewan, D., M.D.
Parsons, G. Eaq.
I’ilcher, G...
Rendle, &mdash; ..

Smith, S. M.D.
Simpson, - Esq.
Stevens, R. ..
Wagstaffe, M. ..
Wakley, T. M.P.
Webster, G. M.D.

The CHAIRMAN informed the Meeting that
the first business of the evening was the
election, by ballot, of a President, Six Vice-
Presidents, and Secretary.
The SECRETARY (pro tern.) declared the

result of the balloting list as follows :-
GEORGE IVEBSTER, Esq. M.D. President.

VICE PRESIDENTS:

R. Davidson, Esq.
M. Hall, M.D.G. Pilcher, Esq.

A. Granville, M.D.
J. Howell, Esq.K. Grant, M.D.

C. H. R. HARRISON, Esq., Hon. Sec.
The Minutes of the last Meeting now

being read,
The CHAIRMAN read over the names of

those Gentlemen who were elected Members
of the Association at the General Meeting
on the 7th October alt.
Dr. P. Johnstone, Shrewsbury.
W. T. Elliott, Esq., Old Hrompton.
Wm. Tucker, Esq., Market, Leamington,

Wilts.
Jas. Sharp, Esq., Grosvenor.place, West.
Wm. Grimwood King, Esq., 7, Thurlow-

place, Hackney-road.

Wm. Tidy, Esq., Providence-place) Mare.
street, Hackney.

Wm. Huxtable, Eaq., Hackney.
Donald Fraaer, Esq., Polygon, Somers’

Town.
Dr. Reid Clanny, Sunderland.

The Council then resolved itself into a Re.
form Committee, and having elected R. Da.
vidson, as Chairman, appointed a Sub-Com.
mittee to watch over the interests of Reform,
consisting of the following Gentlemen, with
power to add to their numbers:-
Dr. M. Hall.
Dr. Webster.
Mr. Pilcher.
Mr. Farr.
Dr. Granville.

Mr. Wakley, M.P.
Mr. R. Stevens.
Mr. Simpson.
Mr. Davidsoo.

The Meeting having again formed itself
into one of the Council, numerous letters
lying on the table on the subject of Medical
Reform from various parts of the coontry,
were then referred to the consideration of
the Sub-Committee on Medical Reform.
The meeting then adjourned until Tuesday,

the 5th November.

ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL

COMPOUND FRACTURE OF TIBIA.&mdash;EARLY BAN-

DAGING.&mdash;REMARKS ON IMMOVEABLE

AI’f’ARATl’S.

RiCilAi,i) ROBINSON, age 17, was admitted
Oct. 12, with a compound fracture of the
lower third of the tibia, produced by a blow
from the pole of an ownihus. The wound
in the integuments was not large, but there
was a good deal of grazing of the skin, and
some swelling. On looking into the ward
an hour afterwards, we found the leg put
up with a aplint on each side, aud padded
with tow ; simple dressing being appliedover the wound. The next day the boy was
feverish, and as he was suffering pitin from
the tightness of the bandage, caused by in.
crease of the swelling, one of the splintswas
refnoved. Nothing particular has occurred
since, the case going on very well, and he
now has on splints so formed as to allow
the application of poultices over the wound.

This case is scarcely worth recording
from its intrinsic interest, nor is it so well cal.
culated as some others which have lately
occurred in St. Bartholomew’s, to show the
evi) effects of putting up fractures early in
the ordinary manner. There was one lately
where thettesh had risen completely through
the interstices of the splints, of course pro-
ducing much suffering. Indeed, the great
uneasiness and pain very generally produced
by the swelling which follows early bandag-
ing, and is no doubt frequently increased by
it, have led many of our most experienced
surgeons simply to place the limb in a iuit.
able and comfortable position, for the first 

’

few days, preventing and subduing intlanv


